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Foreword

Ionizing radiation provides the University community with a powerful tool for
medicine and research.  The beneficial applications of radiation continue to grow as
scientists delve ever further into the workings of our bodies, our environment and our
universe.  In addition to the benefits derived from the use of radiation, however, there are
risks that must be recognized and controlled.  The assessment and management of these
risks is, itself, a scientific discipline that provides the basis for the contents of this manual.

The responsibility for establishing radiation protection policies and for authorizing
the use of specific radiation sources at the University of Utah is delegated to the Radiation
Safety Committee.  This Radiation Safety Policy Manual contains the general policies and
procedures adopted by the Committee for the safe use of ionizing radiation in teaching,
research and clinical medicine.  Additional procedures containing detailed instructions for
specific  sources or categories of use are available from the Committee through the Radiation
Safety Officer.  Authorization for the use of any licensed or registered radiation source is
conditional upon complete compliance with federal and state regulations, license conditions
and with the policies and procedures promulgated by the Radiation Safety Committee.

Although the use of radiation sources is governed by complex regulations and license
conditions, the knowledge and performance required of individual radiation users is readily
comprehended and accomplished.  It is the responsibility  of each individual who works with
sources of ionizing radiation to know and follow the policies and procedures promulgated
by the Radiation Safety Committee and administered by the Radiation Safety Officer.
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